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Doreen, Liz  &  
Priscilla with
Stella, Loma
Arnie,  & Franklin

 Our staff at Pet Doctor is honored to be 
VOTED BEST VET from Tucson Weekly!
Pet Doctor would like to thank Tucson for voting us Best Vet.  We are truly 
honored for the award.  We couldn’t do this without our amazing clients!   
Pet Doctor has the best clients in Tucson and a amazing staff to help with 
your needs!  When you love what you do it is easy to do it.

We wish you all the best and a healthy and  
safe New Year.

6464 N. Oracle Rd. / 2661 N. 1st Ave.  520-829-5166

Dr Harrison Nelson

“Pet Doctor is unique!”

w w w . p e t d o c t o r x . c o m

Modern Medicine atModern Medicine at
Affordable PricesAffordable Prices

We do everything from preventative  We do everything from preventative  
medicine to trauma and orthopedic medicine to trauma and orthopedic 

surgery.  We got you covered! surgery.  We got you covered! 

EMPLOYEE OWNED AND OPERATEDEMPLOYEE OWNED AND OPERATED
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Special Feature

WOOFstock Staff Favorites

We are looking for a very special 
home for our boy Dawson!  Dawson 
is like a flower bud.  He will blossom 
in due time, but you cannot force it.  
You have to have patience, and when 
it  happens, you will see a beautiful, 
playful 4 year old black Lab who 
wants more than anything to be part 
of a loving family.  He will do best in 
an adults-only home with no other pets 
where he can enjoy his toys, walks, and 
his special people.

Before Dawson came to us, he lived 
a very solitary life in a rural area of 
Tucson with a single, older gentleman 
who suddenly passed away.  DLRR was 
called by his neighbors who had been 
taking care of Dawson.  He had hair 

loss and ear infections from allergies which had not been managed for quite some time.  
DLRR worked with a veterinary dermatologist and got his allergies under control.  Then, 
Dawson was adopted out. And returned.  Then, he was adopted out.  And returned. 

When we agreed to bring Dawson to our home to foster him after 
his second return, we got advice from a dog trainer not to approach 
him or invade his space at first, and to let him come to us.  For several 
weeks, he spent most of his time on his dog bed.  He seemed sad and 
depressed.  We were concerned about this dog who was unlike any 
dog we ever fostered. However, slowly, after about 3 weeks of being 
with us, a different Dawson started to emerge. Our patience paid off!  
It has been a real joy to watch it happen and to be part of this process. 
Dawson has made a transformation!  He now comes to us when we 
call him, he wags his tail ALOT, he allows us to approach him when 

he is on his bed, he plays with toys (he is so 
darn cute when he does), and he looks in our 
eyes and even lifts his ears when we talk to him!  
His tail wags on walks, and he is an awesome 
jogger.  He LOVES going on car rides.  When 
we come home after being out on errands, 
Dawson greets us with wild abandon - whining, 
tail wagging,and kisses.  He is quirky and 
loveable!  All of this is to say that his adoptive 
home will have to handle him just the way we 
did, by giving him time and space.  It has been 
worth the wait!

Dawson can get along with other dogs, but we 
think he should not live with them or
children—it would be too stressful for him.  We 
also know that Dawson needs an adopter who 
is not looking for a cuddly and needy dog, who 
values a dog who is more independent, and 
who will understand Dawson and love him for 
who he is.  There is a lot to like about Dawson – he follows basic commands well, is 
housebroken and uses the doggie door, is trustworthy when left alone, sleeps all night 

until you get up, does not counter surf, and is a great watchdog.  If 
you are up for an adventure with a handsome black Lab, you might be 
perfect for Dawson!
  
If you would like to know more, and/or might consider adopting 
Dawson, please reach out to Desert Labrador Retriever Rescue (DLRR) 
at 480-899-5227 or info@dlrr.org so we can tell you more about this 
sweet boy who deserves to know the love of a forever home.  Please 
allow 24 to 48 hours for a response.  You can see Dawson at https://
youtu.be/cOGVfQJtdUo

Urgent Plea from Desert Labrador Retriever Rescue
Story by Judy Warnock     Photos by Mary Ducharme
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Adopt • Volunteer  
Foster • Donate

takes in 50-100 pets each day!

Help save 
lives!

www.pima.gov/animalcare
4000 N. Silverbell Rd. • Mon–Fri, noon – 7 p.m. • Sat–Sun, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

13075
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Ann Herrington - Publisher/Editor - Ann began 
working in animal welfare in 1997 when she adopted a 
shelter dog named Harley who changed the direction of 
her life.  She utilized her experience working in the media 
and advertising for many years to help shelter animals 
through education and off-site adoption events. In 2008, 
she founded the first of 4 magazines, The Prescott Dog. She 
continues to dedicate her life to helping rescue and shelter 
animals through awareness, education, and adoptions.  
Email: ann@thetucsondog.com

Heather McShea - Sales Manager - Heather is the 
owner of a local Home Health Care company and often 
volunteers in helping find new homes for the pets of her 
hospice patients. She has three rescue dogs of her own 
but has a constant flow of neighbor dogs stopping by all 
the time;  She calls her house the neighborhood dog park. 
Heather’s love of our most vulnerable populations has 
lead her to Home Health Care and helping all animals in 
need. Email: heather@thetucsondog.com

Rebecca West - Staff Writer - Rebecca is a freelance 
writer and editor for print and digital who loves to travel the 
globe. A life-long pet owner, she adores animals and has 
taken part in fostering dogs for military members during 
deployment. She has given many rescued and surrendered 
dogs the forever home they always wanted, and her two 
favorite canine quotes are, “Be the kind of person your 
dog thinks you are,” and “My dog rescued me.” Email: 
nomadshighway@gmail.com

Bonnie Craig - Staff Writer - Bonnie lives with three 
dogs, a cat, nine chickens, and a Betta fish. As well as 
writing, she enjoys painting and playing music. She is 
passionate about the natural world and loves gardening, 
botanizing, hiking, and camping. Most evenings she can 
be found in the garden listening to the chickens and playing 
endless games of fetch with a certain ball-obsessed border 
collie.  Email: bonnieohooligan@yahoo.com

Emily Dieckman - Staff Writer - Emily loves to tell 
stories – especially about animals. While she impatiently 
looks forward to living in an apartment that allows dogs, 
she fills her time with writing, reading, cooking and petting 
other people’s dogs. She has a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism from California State University, Fullerton, 
and her writing has appeared in several magazines and 
newspapers.  Email: emily.dieckman@gmail.com

Brian W Pettepiece - Staff Writer - Brian has a 
life-long affection for dogs and has been lucky enough 
to utilize his passion for canines in his professional life, 
operating a pet photography studio and participating on 
the board of animal related charities.  Brian is attending 
the University of Arizona and loves to camp, hike, and 
generally spend as much time with as many dogs as he 
can. Email: poptop_vw@yahoo.com

Bella Wexler - Staff Intern/Writer - Bella is a 
student at Catalina Foothills High School, born and raised 
in Tucson with her family’s two dogs and one cat. Her 
passion for promoting animal welfare has been inspired 
by her mom’s dedication to fostering homeless pets and 
her sister’s volunteer work with local rescue groups. She 
is grateful for the opportunity to learn from such a caring 
and talented team at the Tucson Dog Magazine and is 
honored to write about local people and pets. Email: 
bella@thetucsondog.com

Gracie - Canine Writer - Gracie is a 4 year-old former 
shelter dog who loves giving pet parents tips on how to 
keep their four-legged friends healthy and happy with her 
column, “Greetings from Gracie.” She loves playing with 
her brother Andy, who is also a rescue. She loves traveling, 
Tucson and the many friendly animal lovin’ people and 
their pets she has met.  Email: gracie@thetucsondog.com

The Tucson Dog reserves the right to editorial control of all articles, stories and Letters to the Editor.  The Tucson Dog assumes no responsibility for errors within its 
publication.  The views herein do not necessarily represent the policies of The Tucson Dog and should not be construed as endorsements. The Tucson Dog was established 
in June 2017 and is a nonpartisan publication that is published bi-monthly by Ann Herrington, Founder.  Entire contents copyright 2021 by The Tucson Dog.  Layout, Design 
and Graphics by EMI Printworks, Prescott, AZ., Linda Morris - Lead Designer,  Mark Davidson - Production Manager.

We are a referral service providing Home Health Aides, Nurses Aides, Live-Ins, & Companions. 
We pride ourselves on taking the extra time and effort we believe is essential to recruit and 
retain high caliber, reliable and experienced caregivers. We recognize the crucial role our pets 
have within the family and understand that bond enhances the quality of our lives.

520-886-7887
Available 24 hrs. a day, 7 days a week

Family owned in Tucson since 1996
Visit our website adobehhc.com

The Tucson Dog Staff & Writers

THE TUCSON DOG 
5151 E. Broadway Blvd., Suite 1600, Tucson, AZ 85711

(520) 345-2801

Publisher/Editor
Ann Herrington

ann@thetucsondog.com

COVER PHOTOGRAPHY
Candice Eaton

C. Eaton Photography, LLC

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Monica Dangler
Judy Warnock
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Dearest Readers,

It’s been a year since we began experiencing massive changes in our lives due to COVID.  I’ve been thinking about that as we come up on this anniversary of the day our lives 
changed forever and it has made me grateful and melancholy at the same time. It’s been devastating to some and difficult for others.  Call me crazy but I always try to look for the 
silver- lining in everything because what else can you do?  While I have been grateful for the many successes in my life, I have learned the most from my failures and I’ve had plenty 
of those too!  I tell myself to look at a situation and see what I can get out of it that will help me be a better person both personally and professionally.   

COVID has taught me to take one day at a time like my dogs do…they don’t worry about yesterday or what tomorrow may bring, they just live in the moment.  If they are walking 
and sniffing great smells, playing and chasing each other or just sleeping on their couch on the many beds for them around our home (including mine) for them.  They are our best 
teachers in my opinion and they NEVER hold a grudge, they just move on and forgive so they can feel good and have the best life possible and that’s what I try to do.

Last year, on March 8th, we held our 2nd Annual WOOFstock and Adopt-a-thon, in spite of a rainy day.  It was a challenging one with it raining going on and off all day BUT 
everyone that attended embraced it and we still had a lot of fun!  We had our fun contests, played games, met vendors and lots of great people and best of all, we still got lots of 
dogs adopted.  It reminds me of the old song, “Singin’g in the Rain”!  And that’s what we have to do and since COVID is still in our mist, we unfortunately will not be able to hold 
our WOOFstock event this year which was scheduled forat the end of March.  I have rescheduled it to October and hope that by then, we can hold it.  But, we can still celebrate 
the idea of it and with all the dogs that have been fostered and adopted this past year due to COVID and with people being at home more due to COVID, with many wanting a 
companion to keep them company.  We can still celebrate a fun contest and a our beautiful cover dog winner, Hooch “Hendrix” who was adopted from Southwest Oasis Labrador 
Retriever Rescue just two weeks before entering the contest. His wonderful new family were so excited and joined together to design an awesome costume and picture that won him 
the title of WOOFstock Cover Dog! We had so many other families enter their wonderful dogs as well. And while we can’t do WOOFstock right now, we can celebrate the wins for 
all the amazing animals that got out of shelters and rescues and found loving homes to spend the rest of their lives in! I say that’s a “silver lining” indeed and that makes me happy!

The Tucson Dog has suffered many setbacks too by losing many of our advertisers and the ability to do our events which keep us going BUT, I am grateful that we are still here!  I 
would like to ask you for your help and that is IF you or someone you know loves what we do and has a business, please support us now as it has been a rough year and we need 
everyone’s help.  You can support us by advertising your business or sponsoring one of our many features like Dogs For Adoption, Cats for Adoption, Kids and Animals and many 
more.  You can call our amazing Sales Manager, Heather McShea at (520) 448-2580.  We appreciate you all and feel so blessed to be a part of such an incredible, loving 
animal community!

Wishing you all much love and many blessings,
Ann

The Leader of the Pack Speaks

Even though I am no longer an Animal 
Health Care Professional, I want to 
contribute to the well being of local 
animals in need.  When you choose 
me as your Realtor, whether you 
are Buying, Selling, or Investing in 
real estate, upon the Closing of 

your home, I will donate $250 
to a local non-profit animal 

charity of your choice in 
your name.  Buy a Home, 

Provide a Home.

As a Buyer Specialist, I have worked with hundreds of people to find the right 
home, at a fair price, and guide them through the entire process.  From contract  
to keys, I am there for you!  All of this while having fun along the way!

KRISTIN BREEDING, REALTOR® 

Cell 520-488-4221
Kristin@TeamIntegrityTucson.com 

1849 N KOLB RD., SUITE 101 TUCSON, AZ 85715

www.TeamIntegrityTucson.com

EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

KRISTIN’S
HELPING

HOMES
HELPING LOCAL PETS

WHILE HELPING PEOPLE 
BUY THEIR HOME!
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MARCH

The Tucson Dog WOOFstock  
Event Update
The Tucson Dog Magazine’s WOOFstock 
& Adopt-a-thon event scheduled for March 
28th at Reid Park is CANCELLED for now 
due to COVID. We are trying to reschedule 
for sometime in the Fall, if possible. Stay 
tuned for more information!

Humane Society of Southern Arizona
Sat. Feb 27 thru Wed. Mar 24   
March Muttness Fundraiser 
Benefitting HSSAZ
The Humane Society of Southern Arizona, 
along with many animal shelters across the 
nation, are back to compete in a virtual 
fundraiser where you can support animal 
shelters & groups throughout the country.
hssaz.org/marchmuttness

Hermitage No-Kill Cat Shelter
Sun. Mar 14, from 9a.m.-5p.m. 
Buffalo Exchange Dollar Clothing 
Sale Benefitting Hermitage No-Kill 
Cat Shelter & Sanctuary
Shop men’s & women’s clothing & 
accessories for ONLY $1 each. All sales 
benefit HN-KCSS & the pets they serve. 
Event is RSVP Only. See their social media 
platforms for sign-up sheet. 
5278 E. 21st St., Tucson 85711
(520) 571-7839 
HermitageCatShelter.org/

Saving Animals from Euthanasia
https://safeanimals.com/

1. Dogs available at PetCo Pet Store 3p-
6p the 1st & 3rd Friday of each month 
8050 N. Cortero Rd., Tucson 85743  
(520) 719-6100

2. Dogs available at PetCo Pet Store  
11a-2p Saturdays. 

3. 5405 E. Broadway Rd., Tucson 85711 
(520) 571-1772

4. Dogs available at PetSmart 
10:30a-1:30p Saturdays 
4740 E. Grant Rd., Tucson 85712  
(520) 322-5080

Smiling Dog Rescue  
Snip-A-Pit Program
FREE SNIP for PIT BULLS sponsored 
by Smiling Dog Rescue
Free spay or neuter for pit bulls owned by  
low-income residents of Pima County.
SmilingDogRescue.com
(520) 977-8000

Friends of PACC - Cans for Canines & 
Felines Recycling Project Mon.-Fri.  
12p-7p & Sat.-Sun. 10a-5p
Anyone can donate specific recyclables to 
this PACC support program by dropping 
cleaned, sorted, & bagged items off at Pima 
Animal Care Center during shelter hours. 
Only aluminum beverage cans, aluminum 
cat food cans, & #1 PET plastic bottles are 
accepted.
4000 N. Silverbell Rd., Tucson 85745
friendsofpacc.org/news-events/recycling-
project-helps-pets

New Honor Wall & Digital Shrine  
Pays Tribute to Pets Past & Present 
Spring 2021 
An honor wall will be installed at the PACC 
shelter just outside the adoption lobby. The 
evolving art piece will be a testament to the 
bond between pets & people. All honor 
wall donations come with the possibility of 
your pet’s photo & story being shared in the 
Celebration of Life page in the Tucson Dog 
Magazine. 
friendsofpacc.org/news-events/honor-wall-
and-digital-shrine-pays-tribute-to-pets-past-and-
present

Equine Voices upcoming events
Fri. Mar 26 thru Wed. Mar 31
Equine Myofascial Release Seminars 
with Tamara Thomas, RPT: 
Equine Myofascial Release technique treats 
the fascial system & releases restrictions 
in the body. Helps improve performance, 
alignment, decreases pain, increases range 
of motion & treats unresolved lameness issues 
in horses. Anyone that works with horses 
will benefit from these courses developed 
by world-renown Myofascial Release expert 
Mark Barnes.
Equine 1: Mar 26-28 - Day 1 & 2: 8:30a-
5p, Day 3: 8:30a.m.-3p.m.  
Equine 2: Mar 29-30 - Day 1: 8:30a-5p, 
Day 2: 8:30a-3p
Skill: Mar 31 - 8:30a-3p
For more info, contact Tamara at 
equinemyofascialrelease.com

APRIL

Tues. Apr 6, 2021, 12:01am - 
11:59pm.
AZ Gives Day Fundraiser
One day of giving! Help the horses of 
Equine Voices by donating online within a 
24-hour period. Virtual event, any amount 
will make a huge difference in the lives 
of the horses & burros we’ve rescued 
& rehabilitated. A portion of this year’s 
donations will go toward the construction 
of a barn & fencing to allow our nine wild 
mustangs & four burros more room to roam. 
Help us reach our goal of $50,000! 
www.azgives.org/equinevoices

Moon & Stars Rescue
Sat. Mar 13 from 10a.m.-2p.m.
Adoption Event PetSmart
Give a fur baby a forever home!
4740 E. Grant Rd., Tucson 85712 (520) 
322-5080

Sat. Apr 10 from 10a.m.-2p.m.
Adoption Event PetSmart
Give a fur baby a forever home!
4740 E. Grant Rd., Tucson 85712 (520) 
322-5080

Ongoing Online Course - Connections 
101 with world-renowned speaker & 
trainer, Linda Kohanov! 
Connections 101 is a self-paced online 
course with three major lessons over 33 
bite-sized videos including handouts, 
suggested readings, & music by Linda’s 
husband, Grammy-nominated ambient 
music pioneer Steve Roach. Use coupon 
code “10offconnections” to receive an 
additional 10% off if you sign up by the end 
of February. Additionally, a $100 donation 
for every person that signs up will go directly 
to help the horses of Equine Voices.  
For more info or sign up, go to: https://
nelda.tv/connections-with-linda-kohanov/

Serving Tucson for 37 Years.

Shaded, Dog Friendly Patio
Weekend Breakfast•Lunch•Nightly Specials•Reservations for +5

Fresh. Food. Fast.

7053 E. Tanque Verde Rd.
885-2842

www.eclecticcafetucson.com
Mon - Fri: 11 am-9 pm

Sat: 8 am-9 pm • Sun: 8 am-8 pm

Desert Pet
Your Neighborhood Pet Store  
Committed to Helping  
You and Your Pets.

SHOP LOCAL 
4810 E 22nd St, Tucson, AZ 85711
520.745.5158

NOW CARRYING EARTHBORN

facebook.com.
/desertpet

Calender
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As we are all aware, the Covid-19 pandemic 
has wreaked havoc on lives worldwide.  In 
addition to direct health repercussions, 
people are facing financial struggles on an 
astronomical level. Right now, food banks 
are crucial for so many, but most food 
banks don’t factor in the need to feed the 
non-human members of our families; This is 
the gap filled by Southern Arizona Animal 
Food Bank (SAAFB).
    
SAAFB founder Donna DeConcini under-
stands this type of support is essential, 
stating, “No one should ever have to choose 
between feeding themselves or feeding 
their animals.” This was her feeling when 
she and her daughter started providing 
financial help to people struggling to care 
for their horses. One day some friends of Donna’s had gone out with their horses for a 
ride through Saguaro National park. When they returned there were two new horses 
tethered to their barn. While this abandonment was unfortunate, it clearly showed the 
owners’ care for their animals. Rather than just randomly dumping the horses, they had 
deliberately taken them to a place where they saw others being well cared for.

Perhaps if these people had had access to the type of help Donna and her daughter 
provided at the time, they would not have been forced to part with their horses. While 
this amazing service allowed many to catch their breath and avoid having to surrender 
their horses, it just wasn’t financially sustainable for Donna. In 2015, however, rather 
than give up, she decided to pivot just a bit, and continue to make a huge difference for 
animals and their families in Southern Arizona.

That was when she founded the Southern Arizona Animal Food Bank, a 501c3 non-
profit providing an array of goods and services to a wide variety of needy animals in our 
community. In the beginning, she operated the organization out of her home carport, but 
as more people learned about this amazing group and became interested in donating 
as well as seeking their help, they realized they were growing out of their current space.

Flash forward to 2020 in the midst of a global health crisis, and what usually averaged 
about 20 requests for help per month had rocketed to over 150, as so many had lost 
their jobs, their health, or even their family members. Luckily, however SAAFB had also 
been gathering steam, and so along with a partnering group of local artists, they began 
to search for a new base of operations.
   
On December 12, 2020, SAAFB opened the doors of their new combination retail, 
donation, and distribution center, SAAFB Artistic Market Place. The store front operates 
as a retail space for local artists, many of whom, for health reasons, have had to stop 
vending at farmer’s and artisan’s markets during the pandemic. The shop is staffed by 

Donna, along with store manager, Anette 
Martin so the artists can simply drop 
off their wares to be sold, a portion of 
proceeds going to benefit SAAFB. The back 
half is where SAAFB operates, taking in and 
storing donations, organization member 
Dave Zinky meticulously sorting and 
counting everything. These items are then 
distributed to community members in need. 

While a large amount of these community 
donations consists of food and treats for cats 
and dogs, SAAFB will go out of their way to 
help any animal. Working with a local food 
waste reduction group they have provided 
supplemental food for chickens. They have 
come up with fish and rabbit food. Once 
they even rallied to provide crickets for a 
hungry reptile. It really seems that there are no bounds to the help this group strives 
to provide. In addition to food, they help with leashes and collars, toys, beds, baby 
gates, and crates, pretty much anything an animal could need. If they do experience 

Southern Arizona Animal Food Bank: A Lifeline During Hard Times
Story by Bonnie Craig     Photos Courtesy of Donna DeConcini

Bountiful Donations!

Setting up shop!

Special Feature
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an overabundance, they work with 
other local groups such as Friends 
of PACC to share the wealth.

Donna hopes that SAAFB can 
go on to host spay and neuter 
events, as well as shot clinics, 
for which she is currently writing 
grants, but for now, the opening 
of SAAFB Artistic Marketplace is 
a serious victory for SAAFB, the 
artists involved, and most of all, the 
community it so generously serves. 
Just between its December 12th, 

2020 opening and New Year’s Day 2021 they were able to help 109 families by 
sharing 4,200 pounds of food and collecting 6,100 pounds by donation in the month 
of December as well. It seems that 2021 is off to 
promising start for SAAFB.

 Tuesday through Sunday 10AM to 6PM people 
can go and browse the creations on display 
at the SAAFB Artistic Market Place, and often 
enjoy some cuddles from Donna’s daughter’s 
rescued pups, Henry, Fanny, and Penny, the 
store’s unofficial mascots. They are located at 
6252 East Speedway in the Monterey Village 
shopping center, where they accept donations 
of almost anything animal related. 

For more information on SAAFB events, to 
donate, or to request assistance, go to www.
SAAFB.org or call 520-268-7299.

The only company in AZ providing AQUAMATION — 
an environmentally responsible, gentle & natural            

alternative to flame cremation and burial. 
 
 
 
 

• Does not burn any fossil fuels 
• No greenhouse gas emissions 
• Does not harm the environment 
• Beautiful urns & memorial products 
• More remains returned to the family 
• Supervised by a licensed veterinarian 
• Tracking I.D. system ensures you receive        

your pet and only your pet 
• 90% energy savings compared to cremation 
• Gentle process that uses water instead of fire 

 

Your Pet Deserves The Best Aftercare Available 
Learn more:   www.kindredspirits.pet  (520)367-5222 

Some of the art on offer at   
SAAFB Artisic Marketplace

Penny, one of the unoficla mascots

6781 N. Thornydale, Suite 207
Tucson, AZ 85741

(520) 297-3593
 Bring this ad for 

1/2 OFF YOUR 
1ST TIME EXAM

($23.50) value.

LASER THERAPY & ORTHOPEDIC SURGERYLASER THERAPY & ORTHOPEDIC SURGERYLASER THERAPY & ORTHOPEDIC SURGERYLASER THERAPY & ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY

We treat 
all types 
of pets 

and animals,  
yes even 

pocket pets.

Serving 
Tucson, AZ 

with exceptional 
veterinary care 

for over 
30 years!
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A VISIT TO THE DOGHOUSE
TALGV Dog Adoptions

Fee: $85. TALGV (Apts 10a-2p) 520-625-3170.

PRINCESS B
I’m a super friendly 5 y/o, 52 lb Boxer girl. I’m gentle & 
really like people (including small children) but not cats. I 
love walks & will sit for you. I was able to escape over a 
6-foot fence, so I’ll need a secure enclosure. Please come 
& meet me. 
 
CHICO
I’m a sweet, good-natured boy who’s a 6 y/o, 71 lb 
Dalmation/Staffie mix that loves attention, especially tummy 
scratches. I am pretty big but would crawl into your lap, if 
you’d allow it. I walk well on a leash & am quite athletic. I’d 
prefer a cat-free home. Please call about me.

PAPI  
I’m an energetic 5 y/o, 24 lb Chihuahua/Dachshund mix 
fella that loves long walks & playing ball (my favoritest 
thing!). I’m quite affectionate & like to be near my people, 
& especially love car rides. One of my friends will pay for 
my adoption, so please come & meet me soon. Adoption 
fee: FREE!

The Humane Society of Southern Arizona
(520) 327-6088 Ext. 173

SPIKE  ID#899697
Hi, my name is Spike! I’m a 1 y/o boy with a spirited & 
lively personality! I would like to go home with a family who 
enjoys being outside & will keep me active & happy. I am 
very smart & will sit for treats. Visit me at the Humane Society 
of Southern Arizona.

KING  ID# 894381
Hey there, my name is King, & I’ve got a huge smile on my 
face ‘cause I am so excited to be your new friend! I’m an 
easygoing boy who is great at walking on a leash. I am 
7 y/o & would love to find a home where I can be your 
only pet! Come see me at the Humane Society of Southern 
Arizona.

Cherished Tails Rescue  (CherishedTails@Yahoo.com)

CHEF
A 12 y/o Coton de Tulear weighing in at about 25 lbs, I’m 
a good boy looking for a forever home. I’m diabetic & blind, 
so I need a family experienced or willing to learn to care 
for me, but I’m well regulated & a pro at getting my insulin 
shots! I get along well with other dogs, am very friendly 
with new people & great on a leash. I’m also housebroken, 
when I have regular outdoor access. With excellent house 
manners, I could fit into lots of family situations, but probably 
best with children over 5.

MAX
I’m a sweet, happy senior gentleman around 13 y/o, but 
age is just a number! I had some dental issues, but after 
oral surgery I’m feeling SO much better. I loves to romp 
& easily make friends with everyone. I’m only around 9 
lbs, housebroken, leash trained & do ok in a crate. I also 
have very nice house manners. I do have some separation 
anxiety, so I’d do best with someone home most of the time 
or the flexibility to take me along on adventures. I’m ready 
to find my new forever family!

Desert Labrador Retriever Rescue (DLRR)
Adoption fee: $75. Contact: DLRR at 480-899-5227  

https://www.facebook.com/desertlab

MAX
I’m Max, a handsome 5 y/o Lab. I am neutered, 
housebroken, & kennel trained! Almost perfect, but I am 
stubborn & pushy if not given the proper guidance. I need a 
confident handler who will continue my strict protocols. Fun 
& loveable, I have a ton of potential.

HENDRIX
I’m Hendrix, a happy, well-mannered, 5 y/o lab mix who 
just loves his toys & walks. I need a home with no other dogs 
or cats so I can give you all my love. The vet says I have hip 
dysplasia but I don’t need surgery & do well as long as I 
take my supplements, paid for a year.

All the dogs on these pages are available for adoption now.  
If you are interested in meeting any of these adorable friends,  

please contact the group listed with the picture.

A VISIT TO THE DOGHOUSE

Modern Medicine at Modern Medicine at Affordable PricesAffordable Prices
Spay, Neuter, Dental, Vaccines, & SurgerySpay, Neuter, Dental, Vaccines, & Surgery

6464 N. Oracle Rd. / 2661 N. 1st Ave. •  520-829-5166 • www.PetDoctorx .com6464 N. Oracle Rd. / 2661 N. 1st Ave. •  520-829-5166 • www.PetDoctorx .com

Employee owned and operated since 2014! 
Pet Doctor is Tucson’s affordable full service walk-in veterinary hospital. 
We believe in providing quality veterinary care at a reasonable price.

Thank you to our exclusive sponsor of A Visit to the Doghouse: Dogs for Adoption
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A VISIT TO
 THE DOGHOUSE

Special Feature

Sol Dog Lodge and Training Center opens second location in NW Tucson Oct. 1st 
New site offers private/group instruction, fitness, therapy/service training and pet 
supplies 

September 21, 2020 - Due to the increased demand for our services from the incredible, 
dog-loving Southern Arizona community, we are pleased to announce the opening of 
our second training site at Mountain View Plaza, Thornydale and Linda Vista. 

Whether your dog is a brand new or long-time member of your family, training can 
create a safe, healthy and long-term relationship with your dog. And with our new 
satellite center, Sol Dog training is even easier to access for our Northwest-area clients, 
both old and new. 

Our NW site will offer private lessons for puppies, Canine Conditioning Fitness, Canine 
Good Citizen™ classes, and training and evaluation for service and therapy dog work. 
We’ll also have retail dog items for sale: slip leads, toys, high-quality dog food, Sol Dog 
t-shirts and other merchandise. We will add new and expanded services in the NW as 
the need and demand increases. 

Although all of our highly-experienced trainers will be using this site at different times, 
our very own Nicole Whittington-- a favorite of dogs and humans alike at our original 
Prince Rd. location-- will be based in the NW full time. Nicole- trained as a Vet Tech--
has 13 years of dog behavior experience, is a certified Canine Good Citizen trainer, a 

licensed Canine Conditioning Fitness Coach through Do More With Your Dog, and has 
extensive experience in the dog service world.  

This new space is a continuation of our mission to ensure all dogs stay in their forever 
homes with the families they know and love.  

We will not be offering overnight boarding services at the NW site and, like the Prince 
Road location, we will work by appointment only.  

Sol Dog Lodge & Training Center will still construct our main campus at our Marana 
location (near I-10 and Tangerine Rd.) but until it is ready for our doggie clients, NW 
residents now have Sol Dog in their own neighborhood!  

Sol Dog Lodge is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that 
gives dogs – all breeds, sizes, ages, and 
temperaments – a place where their needs will 
be met with loving kindness and the highest 
professional standards. 

1895 W. Prince Road, Tucson, AZ 85705 
520.345.0075 
www.SolDogLodge.com 
501(c)(3) Tax Exempt # 82-5462848 

Sol Dog Lodge Opens Second Location

Give the Gift of Life

Your gift to Friends of Pima Animal Care Center saves

lives. Make a donation to homeless pets, today!

 

www.friendsofpacc.org

The only company in AZ providing AQUAMATION — 
an environmentally responsible, gentle & natural            

alternative to flame cremation and burial. 
 
 
 
 

• Does not burn any fossil fuels 
• No greenhouse gas emissions 
• Does not harm the environment 
• Beautiful urns & memorial products 
• More remains returned to the family 
• Supervised by a licensed veterinarian 
• Tracking I.D. system ensures you receive        

your pet and only your pet 
• 90% energy savings compared to cremation 
• Gentle process that uses water instead of fire 

 

Your Pet Deserves The Best Aftercare Available 
Learn more:   www.kindredspirits.pet  (520)367-5222 
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A VISIT TO THE 
DOGHOUSE CONTINUED
To be contacted for a PACC adoption appointment: pima.gov/

adopt, or sign up to foster at: pima.gov/foster , 4000 N. Silverbell 
Rd., 724-5900. M-F, 12p - 7p.  Sat & Sun 10a - 5p.  $0 adoption fee. 
A $20 license fee applies to adult dogs. Adoption includes spay or 

neuter, vaccinations, microchip, & a free vet visit.

GASTON  ID# A637436

I am the dapperest, suavest, silliest, cuddliest, handsomest 11 
y/o man in all the land! I am housebroken & know how to use 
a doggie door. I’m very polite in the house & don’t jump on 
furniture. I greet everyone who comes to visit in a very nice & 
gentle way. Everyone thinks I’m very sweet. I love long walks, 
catching sun puddles, & snuggling in bed.

 

WICKED  ID# A715943

I am a very sweet & social 4 y/o guy! I love toys & take 
very good care of them. I know sit & shake (I’ve got the most 
enthusiastic shake you’ve ever seen!), love treats & take them 
gently, plus I’m easy to leash up. I enjoy playtime, short walks, 
& a lot of couch potato time. I’d love to come home with you!

PRINCE  ID# A401898

At 11 y/o, I am a loving, senior pup who would love to 
spend my retirement years comfy cozy on a plush bed, thank 
you very much! I’m house trained, love people, & an all-
around good boy! In the PACC play group, I was friendly & 
appropriate with other dogs. Staffers say I am an easygoing 
guy who mostly does my own thing. 

OZZY  ID# A725612

I am a sweet, cuddly, friendly guy who is easy to handle at 3 
y/o. I enjoy going for walks around the lake & appreciate the 
time I can just relax with the volunteers. I want to be a lap dog, 
even though I’m a bit too big for it. I love being petted & is a 
gentle, lovable boy just looking for a forever home.

JACK  ID# A622481

I like chasing tennis balls & getting scritches from peoples. I 
also enjoy walks but equally enjoy naps. I’m a smart 6 y/o 
boy who loves to show off how well I can sit, shake, and stay 
down. I walk nicely on a leash & think treats are the best! 
When meeting other dogs in PACC playgroups, I is social & 
tolerant of the other dogs, and have a gentle play style.

BOSTI  ID# A704537

I’m a 2 y/o who would love to be a lap dog, but since I don’t 
quite fit in your lap, I will settle for lying by your side with my 
head in your lap. I’m an absolute love bug! I enjoy going to 
the toy box & picking out just the right toy, & I love chasing a 
ball around the patio. I walk well on a leash, am well behaved 
in the car and a wonderful hiking/walking companion. Come 
see me!

ACORN  ID# A710564

My favorite thing to do is cuddle & give kisses. I appreciates 
kisses between my ears & will happily return the favor. I also 
love to show off my goofy dance moves & at the end of the day 
I’ll gladly focus my energy towards some intellectual exercise. 
At 3 y/o, I’m a big lap dog who knows basic commands and 
I’m potty and crate trained. 

520-318-5400 • Tucson.IntelligentOffice.com

Your Business Simplified.

• Live Receptionists For As Little As $2/Hour
• Stop Missing Calls, Stop Losing Business
• Local, Reliable, Flexible, Affordable

PROFESSIONAL 
RECEPTIONISTS

Rescue A Golden of Arizona
Serving statewide since 1998. Re-homed over 3400 dogs.

No dogs turned away because of age, illness, or injury

HOW WE CAN HELP:
• Compassionate counseling when 

you need to re-home your Golden
• Gold standard of vet care to meet 

each dog’s veterinary needs prior 
to adoption

• Adopting families pre-approved 
by home visits 

• Follow up counselors to  
ensure a good match of  
dogs and families

• Training when needed to  
assist adoptive families

To Surrender a Golden call (520)360-4414
To Adopt or Foster visit our website at golden-retriever.org and 

complete an “Application to Adopt”

tucson@golden-retriever.org  |  www.golden-retriever.org
501(c)3 Non Profit All Volunteer Organization

     Visit and follow us on facebook

THE PROFESSIONAL PET SALON
VETERINARIAN RECOMMENDED

Dogg ie  Day  Care  •  Gent le  Exper t  Hand l ing 
Na i l  C l ipp ing  •  Appo in tment  Reques ted

(520) 292-9436 • 4759 N. 1st Ave. (just south of the River)

GROOMINGDALES
Tues - Sat

8 am - 4 pm
All Breeds

Dogs & Cats

The Complete Canine

Professional Dog Trainer
& Doggie Day Care
4767 N. First Ave
(520) 403-1401
CompleteCanineTucson.com          Open 7am to 7pm

Our mission is to support you in the 
quest to better understand, train,  
and communicate with your pets.

www.groomingdalestucson.com

We are selling bricks that are 
part of our shelter’s walkway. 

The cost per brick is $125 
which is tax deductible. On 

our website (www.talgv.org) 
click on the words Memorial 
Bricks & download the form. 
There are instructions on the 
form detailing where to mail 

or drop off your form & check. 

 

YYoouu  ccaann  mmeemmoorriiaalliizzee  
aa  ffaavvoorriittee  ppeett,,  ppeerrssoonn  

oorr  aacchhiieevveemmeenntt..  

1600 W Duval Mine Rd Green Valley AZ 85614 
520/223-3955   info@talgv.org 

Facebook/talgv   www.talgv.org 

All the proceeds go to help the animals 
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Another year has passed and another WOOFstock cover dog photo contest has taken 
place. This year, our three winners couldn’t look any less alike, but together they share 
some amazingly similar stories — and of course they rocked their photo ops with equal 
style and panache. Meet them now.

1st Place Winner Hooch
 
Much to the Frost family’s surprise, their handsome rescue 
dog was crowned the winner of our annual WOOFstock 
cover dog contest. Their pupper, who’s just over a year old, 
was styled as Hooch “Hendrix”, an idea offered up by dad 
Chris, a self-described music person. When mom Raysun 
and kids Patrick and Eliana first learned of the contest, they 
approached Chris for input regarding a visual concept. His 
response was to take inspiration from guitar legend Jimi 
Hendrix.

After googling the rock god’s image for reference material, 
they settled on the look they wanted to achieve and set 
about constructing his hippy vibe. The headband was cut 
from red felt, and they made use of a sparkly metallic scarf. 
All that was left to pull the look together was the addition of 
a pink ukulele and belt, in place of a guitar and shoulder 
strap, and, voila, they had their very own Hooch “Hendrix.” 

In an ironic twist, it was a friend who was entering her dogs in the contest that put the bug 
in Raysun’s ear. You see, a year and a half ago, the Frosts moved to Tucson, unfamiliar 
with The Tucson Dog Magazine, until that friend enlightened them about it and the event. 
Chris and Raysun stated they were jazzed to find a source focusing on adoption and 
rescue efforts while providing practical information about 
dogs in the area.

Born in December 2019, Hooch is believed to be a Lab/
pit mix. He has a beautiful bluish-silver coat with small white 
spots on all four paws, which Elaina is completely taken 
with. She enthusiastically described his eyes as yellow on 
the outside, fading to brown, and then black in the middle.  

Eliana was the lead cheerleader for adopting a dog when 
Chris noticed a post on social media from Hooch’s foster 
parent concerning placement in a forever home. Chris 
reached out, a meet and greet was arranged, and the family 
ultimately adopted him from Southwest Oasis Labrador 
Rescue. Eliana had been searching for months through 
PACC and other local rescues, but Hooch was the first pup 
they were able to adopt before someone else beat them to 
the punch. In the past, there was always somebody one step 
ahead of them.

The day we spoke, February 5, Hooch had been with the Frost 
family for exactly three weeks to the day. They told us how 
he vacillates between being a cuddle bug or a total “crazy 
pooch,” as Eliana calls him. That’s when he gets “the zoomies,” 
referring to his zooming around the house at top speed, 

careening about wildly. “Laughing only encourages him,” 
added Patrick, so it’s understandably hard to get him to stop. 
Like many households, there was a divide over what size pet 
to adopt. Chris and the kids wanted a large dog. Raysun, on 
the other hand, had her heart set on a lap dog. Regardless, 
she’s pleased because Hooch thinks he’s one, anyway. In 
fact, he sleeps with mom and dad in their king-sized bed, 
pushing them to the edge of the mattress while snoring, 
content and secure in his new home. At nearly 60 lbs., he 
does have a doggie bed, but that’s apparently just for naps, 
as far as Hooch is concerned. 

Besides being intent on snuggling, his personality is “socially 
aware” when it comes to the family. He seeks them out, 
pushing or scratching at doors searching for members 
whenever they’re out of sight. He’s not a barker unless he 
hears a scooter, but his tail wags full bore when he does. 

They’d had him a full week before he ever barked, startling them when he erupted. 

In addition to his other positive attributes, he’s very people-oriented and loves meeting 
them and making new friends during walks. The same goes tenfold for other dogs. He 
does well on a leash, sticking close to his family during their frequent outings. However, 

it’s the dog park he enjoys most. Pegged as a “very 
enthusiastic dog player” by Patrick, he is keen to play with 
new canine pals. 

Treats are another Hooch hit, with Raysun laughingly 
pointing out that he is very “food motivated.” In particular, 
he’s extremely fond of peanut butter. When it comes to toys, 
shredding’s his thing, and they’ve had a hard time finding 
any that he can’t annihilate within moments. His favorite at 
this point is a bone made of multiple layers of stiff compressed 
felt he hasn’t been able to destroy just yet.

Concerning personality quirks, he’s prone to cocking his 
head from side to side, listening intently to his people when 
spoken to, and he love, love, loves pillows, burying his nose 
beneath them to sleep or play. Another comical quirk is he 
likes to stick his snout beneath the surface of water and blow 
bubbles. 

Tug of war is his favorite game to date, but on a recent trip to 
Mt. Lemmon, he had a blast racing up and down the slopes 
chasing after the kids as they sled downhill. He also loved 
chasing after rolling snowballs the family made, bouncing 
and bounding along behind them. Patrick found out that if 
you toss snowballs at him, he jumps up on his hind legs and 
tries to catch them as well. Either way, he likes eating them.

WOOFstock Cover Dog Contest Winners 2021
Story by Rebecca West     Photos courtesy of dog parents

Hooch chasing snow balls

Hooch tired out after his cover dog photo shoot

Cover Story
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As we noted, Hooch had been fostered previously, spending 2 ½ months with foster 
mom Tally, who runs True Dog Daycare, where he spent most of his time playing with the 
other doggos. Counting his foster experience, the Frost family is his fourth and final stop 
in what is now his forever home. A go-with-the-flow kinda dog, fun and cuddly, Hooch 
compliments them, and they couldn’t be happier with the new addition to their family 
unit. 

2nd Place Winner Zizou the 
Adventure Dog 

Also turning 1 in December, our adorable 
2nd place winner was adopted from 
the Arizona Humane Society by Mason 
Kuluris and her partner. A parvo puppy, 
Zizou eventually went from terribly sick 
to amazingly spry, but it took time for his 
extreme nervousness to subside. Initially, 
getting him to go on neighborhood 
walks was nigh impossible. But, as 
Mason tells it, his first time hiking, he was 
“like a whole different dog.” It turns out 
he loves being in nature, hiking, biking, 
and kayaking with his parents, hence 
the “adventure dog” moniker bestowed 
upon him. 

At home on the trails, super-active Zizou 
trades in his jaunty StitchxSkein mushroom cap he sported for pix for Ruffwear gear, 
such as a flannel or fleece, and Rex Specs protective eyewear. And he needs them 
for many of the adventures he regularly participates in. His family enjoys hiking all 
over Arizona, Utah, and 
New Mexico, selecting 
a new spot every other 
weekend to explore. 
Recently, he and his mom 
went backpacking on a 
10-mile hike. Although 
they’ve worked Zizou 
up to it gradually, before 
hitting the trails, they still 
apply a pre-hike wax and 
a salve post-hike. 

On a new front, the Chiweenie-Corgi mix has taken up running 1-3 miles 3x a week with 
Mason. He’d like to do more, she said, but they’re taking it slow. Due to his young age, 
they waited until he was a year old and got veterinarian approval for running to avoid 
creating joint damage at an early age. He’s been given the clear, and he’s loving every 

minute of it.  

He’s also psyched about trips to Mt. 
Lemmon, where he dons fleece booties 
and rollicks in the snow as best he can 
with his short legs. While bicycling with 
mom, he enjoys hanging his head over 
her shoulder for a better vantage point 
from his perch in her backpack. In what 
seems like serendipity, his personality 
is very much like his pet parents, and 
they’re over the moon about him. 

Zizou loves chicken in any form and 
beavertail, a jerky chew they bring 
along on hikes. He’s crazy about his 
Barkbox items he gets in the mail each 
month, with his favorite toy being a 
squeaky sloth. Another burrower and 

bed hog, he also kicks his parents out of bed like Hooch, though he has a little teepee 
bed to chill in, too. Mason’s brother of Kuluris Woodworking built a custom-made shelf 
for all of Zizou’s gear. 

While this was his first photo contest, he came in 2nd recently at an event that would 
have led to a TV commercial for a national pet food chain! He’ll be notified in the spring 
regarding another chance at an audition, so perhaps we’ll see him on our screens soon.

3rd Place Winner Oliver 

A sweet 8-year-old Cockapoo 
mix once the runt of the litter, the 
Corona family has had Oliver, or 
“Ollie,” as they call him, since he 
was a puppy. Like Zizou, he was 
sick, and in his case, the only one 
to survive among his siblings. He 
was so ill he needed bottle feeding, 
but they nursed him back to health 
to become a spunky little fella. 

Known as their great protector, he 
barks to alert his family if he thinks someone or something is afoot.

Felicia, his mom, shared that he 
was recently featured in Tucson 
photographer Candace Eaton’s 
2021 pet calendar for February. As 
with our 1st and 2nd place winners, 
Ollie prefers walks in the park over 
street strolls. Felicia’s sons Emilio 
and Marcelo taught him to roll over, 
and her daughter Miana takes him 
to Starbucks for “pup cup” treats. 
Hesitant at first, after a tentative 
lick, he ended up wearing whipped 
cream everywhere. Adored by her 
three kids, he gets sad whenever 
family members leave and loses his mind upon their return. 

Ollie enjoys playing and napping with his cousin, a canine named Yoda. That’s Felicia’s 
sister’s dog. Ollie’s quirk is sleeping upside down in his doggie bed, and he’s a well-
known fan of belly rubs. Like Hooch, he’s surprisingly rough on toys.

His mom put together his WOOFstock costume for the contest, and he’ll be receiving a 
terrific prize via natural pet product purveyors Gaia Provides. 

Zizou getting ready to kayak

Ollie As a tiny puppy

Ollie sleeping upside down

Ollie as Mr. February in Candice Eaton’s 2021 Calendar
Photo courtesy Candice Eaton

Zizou hiking

Zizou bedroom teepee & gear
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Down a dirt road, in Northern Tucson – almost in Marana – lies Tucson’s first no-kill 
shelter. The fact that it’s a little bit out of the way has a poeticism to it: It parallels how 
far out of the way the HOPE staff members are willing to go for their animals. Executive 
director and co-founder Susan Scherl said the shelter, which was established in 2006, 
has morphed into a sanctuary over time. 

“Puppies and kittens will always get adopted,” she explains. “We started taking in 
seniors and special needs, and after a while, we realized some of these animals will 
never be adopted.”

This means HOPE takes on special cases, like animals from other shelters who might be 
struggling with behavioral or medical issues. This also means HOPE doesn’t look like 
your average animal shelter, with dogs lined up in rows of kennels. When I took a tour of 
the 4.5-acre grounds on a breezy January day with Scherl, board of directors president 
Lara Bucci, and board member Julie Nelson, we started by visiting the trailer, which acts 
as a separate wing of the shelter. 

The two dogs in the trailer, recently rescued off a euthanasia list from Santa Cruz 
County, each have their own rooms, filled with all sorts of stuff to make the dogs more 
comfortable – toys, beds, crates with the doors left open. Classical music is playing in 
the background. All of the animals at HOPE stay in large community rooms, or even 
have rooms of their own. The HOPE crew is especially careful about keeping animals 
separate before they’re dewormed, de-flead, de-ticked, and spayed or neutered.

In 2020, as the coronavirus 
raged on and nonprofits 
everywhere came upon 
hard times, the team’s 
attitude didn’t falter one bit. 
Scherl decided to revamp 
the shelter’s existing board 
of directors, and Bucci was 
elected as president.

“I’m kind of flying blind 
here,” Bucci grins, carrying 
a box into the shelter. “All I 
have is a love for dogs and 
a knowledge of sales.”

That love and knowledge has been enough to help HOPE see some major upgrades in 
the last year. They’ve repainted the building and had large swaths of trees cleared out, 

making way for a potential 
future expansion. In the last 
year, an Eagle Scout also 
built the shelter not a patio, 
but a cat-io, an enclosed 
outdoor area for the cats. 

At a larger shelter, it’s not 
feasible for every employee 
or volunteer to know every 
animal. But the team members 
and animals who were in the 
shelter that day were a tight-

knit group. We visit over a dozen cats lounging happily across two rooms, then more 
dogs, each with their own rooms: little Dexter, who is wearing a tiny sweater; Jax, who 
is waiting to be neutered and 
who captured my heart; and 
Buddy, who is filled to the 
brim with energy and love.

Sandy’s Success Story

Heather McShea, our Sales 
Manager here at The Tucson 
Dog Magazine, adopted 
her Wheaton terrier mix, 
Sandy, from HOPE back 
in 2019, after meeting her 
at the magazine’s annual 
WOOFStock event. Sandy was 11 at the time, and McShea thought she’d be doing 
something nice – and relatively easy – by taking in an older, presumably mellow, dog. 

“She was not easy at all,” McShea laughs, recalling 
how, when Sandy had first arrived home, she’d been 
afraid to go outside, aggressive with other dogs and 
full of nervous energy.

Sandy had come to HOPE after spending years 
with another family, spending all of her time outside. 
HOPE had addressed an array of medical issues 
before making Sandy available for adoption and 
provided McShea a thorough rundown on Sandy’s 
background.

When Sandy’s aggression issues continued to be 
problematic after about three months, McShea 
called HOPE, unsure what to do. They let her know 
the Complete Canine, a local dog training facility, 
was offering free training for dogs adopted from 
HOPE. McShea was astonished by how quickly 
she improved thanks to the advice of the Complete 
Canine team. After just a few days of muzzle training 
and using compressed air to correct troublesome 

HOPE Animal Shelter is All Heart
Story and photos by Emily Dieckman

Julie Nelson, Lara Bucci and Susan Scherl out front of HOPE Animal Shelter

Sandy has become a beloved member  
of Heather McShea’s family

Photo courtesy Heather McShea

The rooms at HOPE have crates for dogs who prefer  
enclosed spaces, but the crates are left open

A pair of feline friends lounges by the window  
in one of the shelter’s cat rooms

One of the shelter’s newest additions is the cat-io,  
an enclosed outdoor lounge for feline residents

Special Feature
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behavior, Sandy’s issues faded away 
almost completely.

“It was a struggle, but she’s definitely 
worth it,” McShea says. “She’s so sweet, 
and she’s quirky, and she’s kind of blind, 
but she loves to play. Now, I even see her 
outside rolling in the grass and enjoying 
the sun. She likes being outside!”

This Is Why We Do It

Touring HOPE felt like touring a friend’s 
home – and not just because the shelter was originally a house, but because of the 
way they treat each other and the animals. At one point, Bucci asks where a dog 
named Lily went, and when Scherl says she got adopted, they all share a moment 
of excitement. 

When Nelson hands me a brochure, she points out the dog she adopted from 
HOPE, Rocky, and the dog Bucci adopted from HOPE, Stewie. You get the distinct 
sense they know and love every animal who has ever passed through the shelter. 
Bucci picks up Dexter and cuddles with him while we all fawn over him, and over the 
pictures in the brochure.

“When I feel like I can’t fundraise one more dollar, I look at a picture,” Bucci says, 
“And I say, ‘This is why we do it.’”

Hope Animal Shelter is located at 8050 N. Joplin Lane and hopenaimalshelter.net. If 
you’d like to get involved with helping HOPE Animal Shelter, get in touch! The shelter 
has wish lists on Amazon and Chewy, and they welcome volunteers who can help 
with everything from animal care to landscaping to plumbing. Call 520-792-9200 
or email info@hopeanimalshelter.net.

Lara Bucci, president of HOPE’s Board of 
Directors, gets in some snuggle time with Dexter

520-318-5400 • Tucson.IntelligentOffice.com

Your Business Simplified.

• Live Receptionists For As Little As $2/Hour
• Stop Missing Calls, Stop Losing Business
• Local, Reliable, Flexible, Affordable

PROFESSIONAL 
RECEPTIONISTS
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Upon crossing the border 
from Tucson into Puerto 
Peñasco, Mexico (Rocky 
Point), one is met with 
gorgeous beaches, cultural 
experiences, and usually 
several street dogs. The 
homeless pet population in 
Mexico is significant, leaving 
an impression on many 
people including Barbara 
Mumaugh (“Barb”). Yet, 
after Barb moved to Puerto 

Peñasco following the death of her daughter in 2001, she decided to take it upon herself 
to do something about the homeless pet crisis she saw. She began by taking in a few 
stray dogs for whom to care and find homes. 

Before she knew it, she was the resident “dog lady” as more and more animals showed 
up at her doorstep. Eventually, Barb formalized her organization with 501c3 nonprofit 
status and a team of staff and volunteers to assist her. Now, 20 years later, Barb’s 
Dog Rescue serves as many as 350 dogs at a time, all in a facility extended off of 
Barb’s home. “Her house became the shelter,” says Amy Lake, a marketing associate 
with Barb’s Rescue. While the shelter serves to provide animals with temporary care, the 
extremely high population of stray pets in need means it cannot serve as a permanent 
home. Right now, this rescue needs our help. 

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, many travelers passing across the border would bring 
donations of supplies and dog food to drop off and even transport dogs from the rescue 
to Tucson. “Foot traffic” from the border was the lifeblood of the organization as this 
brought in new adopters, volunteers, staff, and more. Over the past year, Barb’s Dog 
Rescue has been faced with significant challenges as a result of quarantine mandates 
and the rising public health concern. When the US border initially closed, there was 

a time during which even the organization’s staff were unable to reach the facility in 
person. In order to make up for the loss of available caregivers for the overflowing 
population of dogs being brought in, many people who could be present literally moved 
onto the rescue property full time. “If we were lucky enough to get one dog adopted, 
there were two more waiting to come in,” recounts Lake. The shelter was even faced with 
a water shortage at one point over the Summer, resulting in the need to purchase and 
ship trucks of water.

Now, as the pandemic continues to ravage our communities, Barb’s Dog Rescue 
and the 350 dogs they serve at a time are calling on Tucsonians to help them help 
homeless pets. Many American shelters and rescues have recently reported a shortage 

of pets and an overwhelming 
demand from adopters. With 
many still working/schooling 
from home, the desire for a 
pet to keep them company 
has increased rapidly. 
Meanwhile, at Barb’s, “we’ve 
got all the dogs you can 
want,” Lake says. They need 
our assistance to help alleviate 
the strain on their resources 
and give prospective dog 
parents the furry friend of their 
dreams. 

There are many ways to help Barb’s Dog Rescue during these trying times. For one, you can 
adopt! The rescue is situated “just a couple of hours away from Tucson,” a short distance 
to travel for a lovable four-legged friend. Another way to help is through donations. 
The rescue accepts monetary donations through their website, www.barbsdogrescue.
org, and material donations that are dropped off at the shelter. Just remember that local 
guidelines require food donations to be under 50 pounds and without meat from any 
hoofed animal. Otherwise, the rescue is always looking for more volunteer transporters. 
So, if you are crossing the border sometime, consider emailing barbsdogrescue@gmail.
com to arrange to bring a dog on your way back. As long as you notify Barb’s Dog 
Rescue of the dates during which you will be traveling, they will be able to complete 
all the required paperwork and 
planning to ensure that you have 
no issues bringing a dog across to 
Tucson. As Lake puts it, “all you have 
to do is make a little room in your 
car.”

At the end of the day, when con-
sidering making contributions to the 
necessary and demanding work 
that animal welfare advocates have 
continued throughout the ongoing 
pandemic, it is important that we 
don’t forget about our friends 
located just south of the border. Besides, there has never been a better reason to embark 
on a spontaneous, mini-road trip than to donate, volunteer, adopt from, and/or transport 
pets for Barb’s Dog Rescue.

Barb’s Dog Rescue: It Takes a Village
Story by Bella Wexler

Shelter founder Barb Mumaugh, Photo by Rusty Childress

A pile of napping puppies, photo by Rusty Childress

8-year-old Tinkerbell receives a treat, Photo by Cheryl Nestico

An overview of Barb’s Dog Rescue, photo by Rusty Childress

Special Feature
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STOEFFEL    ID# 900705
Hello, my new friend! I am Stoeffel, & I am a favorite amongst 
staff & volunteers here at the shelter. I am super friendly & 
outgoing & get along well with other cats! I am 4 y/o & love 
attention. You can meet me at the Humane Society of Southern 
Arizona.

ZOE    ID#891805
Hi! My name is Zoe, & I have been waiting SO long to be your 
best friend. I would love to find a very special home where I 
can be the only pet. I like to be brushed & am very talkative, 
especially when I want attention. I am 7 y/o & have so much 
love to share with you! Come see me at the Humane Society of 
Southern Arizona.

ARKANSAS    DSH brown tabby
I’m Arkansas! Although I’m only 2, I was found with my five tiny 
babies! Because I was abandoned, I’m still iffy about humans. 
Be slow & kind & I’ll warm up to you. I like head scratches & 
treats & need a family who understands shyer kitties like me. I’d 
love to lounge in your sunny spots!

The Scratching Post: Cats for Adoption

YOGURT
I’m a 5 y/o, 11 lb ticked tabby & white lady that’s friendly & 
charming & sometimes independent. Before coming to TALGV, I 
lived with a 10 y/o child & two big dogs that I loved. I really like 
people & am playful & outgoing. 

QUEENIE
I’m a 4 y/o ticked tabby & white lady who’s a bit shy with people 
at first. I came to TALGV when my dad’s fiancé was allergic to 
cats. If you’ll spend some quiet time with me, you’ll see that I 
really want attention & affection (on my own queenly terms, of 
course!).

SANTA CRUZ - DSH   ID# A718387
I’m a shy little 10 y/o girl, but after I warm up to you… I’ll greet 
you with purrs! I love to be loved & I welcome scritches all the 
way down my back. 

DANA POINT - DSH   ID# A722393
I’m a cautious & shy little girl who is 8 y/o, but I’m sure to warm 
up to you after some time & be a love bug. I get along with other 
cats, love to play with a jingle ball, want all the belly rubs I can 
get, & I’m always one of the first to greet you when you come 
in the room. I’m currently in foster care, so please email PACC.
foster@pima.gov to schedule a time to meet me.

OCEANSIDE - DSH   ID# A721439
At 10 y/o, I’m the world’s sweetest cat! I’m super confident & 
love meeting new people. I have gotten along with dogs & other 
cats. I love attention, have the softest fur, will welcome all the 
scritches you can give, & am a total lovebug who’s a true lap cat!
 

GEORGE MESHA - DSH   ID# A723265
What makes me so special? I’m a tripod. An adorable tripod! 
When you approach my kennel, I’ll turn myself into an upside-
down pretzel while making air biscuits for you. I’m a 3 y/o male 
who is a shy, sensitive soul that needs a soft, safe place with a 
hooman who will cherish me — Oh, and chicken. I need someone 
who will give me some chicken. 

The Humane Society of Southern Arizona 
(520) 327-6088 Ext. 173

The Hermitage No-Kill Cat Shelter & Sanctuary
5278 E 21st St; Tucson, AZ 85711; www.hermitagecatshelter.org; 
info@hermitagecatshelter.org

THE ANIMAL LEAGUE OF GREEN VALLEY:
(520) 625-3170 (Appointments 10-2   Adoption Fee $45)

Pima Animal Care Center: PACC is currently doing appointment-
based scheduling for people interested in adoption. To be 
contacted for an adoption appointment: pima.gov/adopt, or 
sign up to foster at: pima.gov/foster , 4000 N. Silverbell Rd., 
724-5900. Monday - Friday, 12pm - 7pm.  Saturday & Sunday 
10am - 5pm. $0 adoption fee. Adoption includes spay or neuter, 
age-appropriate vaccinations, microchip, & a free vet visit.

All the cats on this page are 
available for adoption now. 

If you are interested 
in meeting any of these 

adorable friends, 
please call the group 
listed with the picture.
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COVID-19 has changed how everyone 
goes about their day-to-day business and 
for Pima Animal Care Center, this is no 
exception! From day one, we had to re-
imagine what animal sheltering would look 
like under this massive change to life as 
we know it. We needed to keep everyone 
visiting, working, and volunteering at 
PACC safe while continuing to provide a 
public health and safety service, all while 
keeping lifesaving in mind. Easy task, 
right?

We had to change every aspect of how 
we did adoptions, held events, accepted 
donations through Friends of PACC, and 
helped our community. For the first six 
months of the pandemic, our staff and 

volunteers split in half, both to limit the number of people in the building at any given 
time, but also to serve as a backup and make sure we could properly care for the shelter 
pets in case we had a mass breakout.

We were so thankful for the outpouring of community support. After we made a plea for 
help, we sent out 736 animals into the community as fosters or adoptions within the first 
weeks of the pandemic. This allowed us to give proper care of the pets that were left at 
the shelter. Because of the open space, we were able to provide temporary emergency 
housing for those being hospitalized due to COVID and those being displaced because 
of the Big Horn Fire. (We ended up taking care of around 70 animals due to the fire.) 
We never would have been able to offer that service during pre-COVID times. Thank 
you, Tucson!

Since the beginning of COVID we’ve settled into our new normal and are implementing 
national best practices for the new face of animal welfare and I’d like to share those 
with you.

First, we had to figure out how to best handle adoptions. With lots of trial and error, we 
finally found our sweet spot! To help manage the amount of people at PACC at a given 
time and the flow of those people, we now 
use an appointment system to come look 
at pets, for owner surrenders, licensing, 
and more! (Basically, the appointment is 
needed for any non-emergency service.)  
We see about 80 families every day come 
to visit and look to adopt their next best 
friend. There was a bonus, positive side 
effect: People get more one-on-one time 
with adoption counselors and their wait 
time is dramatically reduced.  If you ever 
visited PACC on a weekend pre-pandemic, 
you probably remember sometimes having 
to wait for hours, even on “slower” days! 
Now, the average wait time is no more 
than 30 minutes.

Another positive impact, with so many of the animals in our care being in foster, we’ve 
been able to REALLY focus on those pets who need us the most. Animals with extra 
medical needs or behavioral challenges now have more people to focus on them! Plus, 
we’ve been able to help people in crisis keep their pets! Through our Safety Net Foster 
program and temporary boarding program, we’ve been able to assist more than 200 
pets stay with their families. 

We’ve also learned how much Tucson 
loves the people in their community! The 
need for support continues to grow and 
PACC is here to help not just the pets, 
but the people who love those pets! Our 
community has stepped up big time to 
make sure PACC has the supplies needed 
to help pets stay with the owners that love 
them and open up their homes to pets in 
need, too. We no longer see our shelter 
being made up of just the four walls of the 
building (ok, there’s a lot more than four… 
but you know what I mean) but it being 
our entire community! Whether community 
members are donating to our programs, 
fostering a pet whose owner is in crisis, or 

keeping a lost pet in their home and looking for their owner, Tucson has continued to 
show support to their fellow community members. Want to hear an amazing fun fact?!?! 
Thanks to the generosity of our community, 1.3 million meals were served to pets in 
need, along with more than 36,000 pounds of hygiene and household goods provided 
to those in need!

Finally, we’ve leaned into helping keep 
animals in their community. Once again 
Tucson, you were the ones who helped 
make this happen. Did you know that when 
a pet that stays in their neighborhood 
when found, as opposed to being taken 
to the shelter, that pet is 85% more likely 
to be reunited with their family?!?! This is 
why we ask finders for their help with stray 
pets. We ask for their help in holding the 
animal in their home and looking for owner 
through knocking on doors and posting up 
signs. For those who could (and can) help 
us, we provide resources (crates, food, 
bowls, leashes) needed to care for that 
pet. Because of your efforts, we have been able to increase the percentage of pets 
reunited with their families to 22% and we hope to continue that momentum into 2021! 
(For comparison, in 2019, the Return-to-Owner Rate was around 17%.) Thank you for 
holding pets in your home, posting or sharing pictures of lost pets in your neighborhood, 
and helping your neighbors search for or find their pets. By the way- we have some cool 
new ways to help those who lose or find a pet on the horizon so we can reunite even 
more families! Look for some awesome changes in March!

Tucson, thank you for being an amazing pet loving AND people loving community!

Pima Animal Care Center
By Monica Dangler, Interim Director at Pima Animal Care Center

Cat: Candy Corn A720234 

Family adopts a pet

Volunteers with office dog

Staffer socializing a dog in the yard

From the Director’s Desk
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Area Shelters

Animal League of Green Valley
Onsite Adoptions
7 days a week – 10a-2p
1600 West Duval Mine Rd. 
Green Valley 85614 
(520) 625-3170 
www.talgv.org

HOPE Animal Shelter
Onsite Adoptions
Mon-Thurs, by appointment
Fri-Sat-Sun noon-4p
8950 N. Joplin Ln. 
Tucson 85742 
(520) 792-9200 
www.hopeanimalshelter.net

Humane Society of Southern Arizona
Main Campus
Onsite Adoptions
Mon-Sat 11a-6p
Sun: noon-5p 
Closed Major Holidays
635 W. Roger Rd.
Tucson 85705 
(520) 327-6088 
www.hssaz.org

HSSAZ Pawsh @ Park Place
Onsite Adoptions
Mon-Sat 10a-6p
Sunday 11a-5p
5870 E. Broadway Blvd.
Tucson 85711
(520) 881-7406

PAWSitively Cats No Kill Shelter
Onsite Adoptions
Mon-Sat 10a-2p
1145 N. Woodland Ave.
Tucson 85712 
(520) 289-2747 
savecats@PAWSitivelycats.org
www.PAWSitivelycats.org

Paws Patrol
750 W. Camino Casa Verde 
Green Valley 85614 
(520) 207-4024 
www.greenvalleypawspatrol.org

Pima Animal Care Center
Onsite Adoptions
Weekdays noon-7p
Weekends 10a-5p
4000 N. Silverbell Rd. 
Tucson 85745 
(520) 724-5900

Ajo Substation
Onsite Adoptions
Mon-Wed-Fri 11a-1p
Wed 4:30-6:30p
1259 Well Rd. 
Ajo 85321 
(520) 387-7502

Pima Paws for Life
Onsite Adoptions
7 Days A Week
7a-11a & 3p-7p
2555 W. Zinnia Ave.
Tucson 85705 
(520) 867-1193 
info@pimapawsforlife.org
www.pimapawsforlife.org

The Hermitage Cat Rescue 
& Sanctuary
Onsite Adoptions
Tues-Sat 10a-5p
5278 E. 21st St.
Tucson 85711
(520) 571-7839
www.hermitagecatshelter.org

Local Rescues

Animal Rescue Foundation Tucson
ARFTucson@Gmail.com 
(520) 319-9292

BARK (BabyAnimal Rescue Koalition)
585 E Wetmore Rd.
Tucson 85705
barkntucson@AOL.com
facebook.com/BARKTucson/

Central Arizona Animal Rescue
Mike@caaronline.org
facebook.com/CentralArizona
AnimalRescue/
www.caaronline.org

Cherished Tails Senior Sanctuary
(520) 616-0171 
Cherishedtails@yahoo.com
Visit us on Facebook

Cochise Canine Rescue
Pomerene 85627
(520) 212-1718 
info@cochisecaninerescue.org 
www.cochisecaninerescue.org

Coalition of All Breed Rescues Arizona 
(CABRA)
Phoenix
arizonaweimaranerrescue@cox.net
(623) 931-1428
www.cabra.org

Hard Luck Hounds
(520) 261-7677
hardluckhounds.org
info@hardluckhounds.org

In the Arms of Angels
(520) 873-8135 
inthearmsofangels@gmail.com

Lil’ Bit Of Love Rescue
lilbitofloverescue@gmail.com
(520) 869-9537
https://www.facebook.com/
lilbitofloverescue/
http://www.lilbitoflove.com/

Miss Maggie May’s Rescue
(520) 256-3073
missmaggiemay@cox.net

RAD Rescue Inc.
Rehabbing and Advocating for Dogs 
www.radrescueinc.com
radrescueinc@gmail.com
       
RUFF Rescue
www.ruffrescuetucson.com
ruffrescuetucson@gmail.com
(520) 490-0401 or (520) 339-0841

SAFE (Saving Animals from Euthanasia)
(520) 349-8637 or (520) 250-5080 
www.safeanimals.com

Save-A-Bull Rescue
www.saveabullrescue.org

Saving at Risk Animals
(520) 499-0546
www.savingatriskanimals.org

The Sanctuary Project
(800) 691-9168

Tucson Cold Wet Noses
info@tucsoncoldwetnoses.com
www.tucsoncoldwetnoses.com

Tucson2Tails
(520) 812-5682 
Tucson2Tails@Gmail.com

Tucson’s Cause For Canines
(520) 283-3423
TucsonCFC@gmail.com
facebook.com/TucsonsCFC/
www.tucsoncauseforcanines.org

Tucson Rescue Now Adoption Store 
La Encantada Shopping Center 
2905 E Skyline Dr. suite 28
Tucson AZ 85718 
Contact John Gilbert 206-718-3309 
Store 520 401-1950 and on FB

Wild Hearts Rescue Ranch
(520) 661-4522 
wildheartsforcrow@gmail.com
www.wildheartsrescue.org

Bird/Reptile Rescues

Forever Wild Avian Sanctuary
8605 S. Craycroft Rd., Tucson
(520) 574-3579

Tucson Parrot Rescue
(520) 747-0554
tucsonparrotrescue@gmail.com

Cat Rescues

Hearts That Purr-Feline Guardians
(520) 297-3780

The Hermitage Cat Rescue & Sanctuary
5278 E. 21st St.
Tucson 85711
(520) 571-7839

PAWSitively Cats No Kill Shelter-
1145 N. Woodland Ave. 
Tucson 85712
(520) 289-2747 
savecats@PAWSitivelycats.org

Paws Patrol
750 W. Camino Casa Verde
Green Valley 85614
(520) 207-4024

SOS Cat Rescue AZ
Cortaro 85652
(520) 445-3889 
info@SOScatrescueAZ.org

Feral Cat Assistance

Tucson Feral Coalition
(520) 256-0443
tucsonferal@gmail.com 
Info about TNR (Trap, Neuter Return) 
FREE Spay/Neuter of Feral Cats
Low-Cost Spay/Neuter of owned cats

Equine Rescues 
& Sanctuaries

Equine Voices Rescue & Sanctuary
(520) 398-2814 
www.equinevoices.org

Equine Encore Foundation
(520) 349-6008
cfolch@gmail.com
www.equineencorefoundation.org 

HEART (Happy Equine Acres 
Rescue & Therapy)
Tucson
(520) 445-1510 
www.heartoftucson.org

Horse’n Around Rescue Ranch 
& Foundation Inc.
(520) 266-0236 
HorsenAroundRescue@yahoo.com

Karuna Horse Rescue
(520) 243-3267
karunarescue4sanctuary@gmail.com
https://www.karunahorserescue.org

Wildhorse Ranch Rescue
Gilbert
(866) 926-8007 
www.wildhorseranchrescue.com

Pig Sanctuary

Ironwood Pig Sanctuary
(520) 631-6015 
www.ironwoodpigs.org

Animal Resourse Guide
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$75,000 Bequeathed to  
Rescue A Golden of Arizona  

~ in memory of Soul ~  
to save international dogs  
from a cruel life and death

Soul, a very good, funny, and loving boy, lost his battle with cancer in his spleen and 
liver at the age of eleven years.  He left behind a “soulmate” whose passion for animal 
welfare found its ultimate expression in the creation of a legacy that would ensure Soul’s 
spirit lived on … and would bring rescue and reprieve to desperate animals waiting to 
be saved in faraway lands. This is their story.

In the Beginning      

Soul’s story begins as a puppy raised as a show dog.  During his tenure, this handsome 
boy won many significant awards.  But showing just didn’t seem to bring him joy, so he 
retired to become a cheerleader for two cherished Golden show companions and a 
CPX (Couch Potato Extraordinaire). He loved traveling around the country in his fifth-
wheel, infecting everyone he met with pure joy.

While supporting his two Golden friends at a dog show, Soul met a family friend, a 
special lady we will call E Marie.  It was love at first sight for “two old souls” who 

instantly forged an everlasting bond.  Although they lived far apart, E Marie followed 
Soul’s antics and remained his fangirl through pictures and stories shared by his mom 
throughout the years.  E Marie didn’t have a Golden, but she became smitten with the 
breed and hoped to have one of her own one day.

Soul’s Journey to the Rainbow Bridge

Then came a fateful night when Soul stumbled as he walked in the backyard.  His gums 
were pale. He was rushed to the emergency vet.  A tumor had ruptured in his spleen, 
a horror experienced by so many Golden families.  A Non-Hemangiosarcoma, but the 
prediction for his days on earth was less than one year.  

His devastated family was determined to make it the best year of his life.  They built a 
personal dog park for Soul and his friends to romp and play in all day.  He recovered 
quickly and returned to his favorite pastime of cavorting in his dog park with the other 
dogs.

Sadly, a few months later, Soul developed bloat.  Again, he was rushed in for emergency 
surgery.  But this time, x-rays showed Hemangiosarcoma in his liver, shortening his life 
span to four weeks.  Four became fourteen; he continued to live every moment as 
Goldens do, with a jubilant and playful spirit.  Soul’s passing left a massive hole in 
everyone’s heart, but also the lesson that each day is a gift filled with the promise of 
new wonders.

Our benefactor, E Marie

As a lifelong lover of all creatures great and small, E Marie abhorred mistreatment of 
any animal, and was especially appalled by the horrors of the meat trade in foreign 
countries.   Deeply moved by the plight of these animals, she became determined to save 
as many as possible.  But how could she make that happen?  

As always, E Marie’s search led her back to Soul.  His indomitable spirit had allowed 
him to rise above his trauma and capture the joy in every moment of life.  In a crossroads 
moment, E Marie meshed her two passions – her quest to help innocent dogs awaiting 
a horrific end, and her boundless love for Soul.  She decided the only fitting memorial 
would be to leave a bequest in Soul’s name, in his spirit, and in service to other animals 
in desperate need.  

Rescue A Golden of Arizona is blessed to be The Soul Legacy recipient, enabling us to 
continue rescuing at-risk dogs from China, South Korea, Turkey, and Mexico.  E Marie 
is not our benefactor’s real name, of course.  Like others who choose to do good and 
disappear, she asked to remain anonymous.  

Our work will continue in memory of Soul and in honor of E Marie’s last wishes … 

Because hunger, sickness, 
and despair know no language, 

no culture, and no boundary.

Introducing…    The Soul Legacy

Special Feature
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Boarding
Daycare

Groomingyour pet’s next full groom  
or bath & brush
First time customers onlhy.

(520) 290-8181(520) 290-8181

Board 

Local!

2 001 N .  Sabino  Canyon Rd .          www.sabinocanyonpet resor t . com

$5 
OFF

Buy one Day of Daycare 
and get one FREE
Limit one per customer.

DAY 
CARE
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BOARDING 

Sabino Canyon Pet Resort
2001 N. Sabino Canyon Rd., Tucson
(520) 290-8181
Sabinocanyonpetresort.com
Tucson’s Premier full-service boarding
For dogs, cats and exotic animals

CHARITABLE ANIMAL 
NON-PROFITS

Friends of PACC
P.O. Box 85370, Tucson 
(520) 610-4915
friendsofpacc.org
Supporting the efforts of PACC 
to save the lives of pets in need.

No Kill Pima County
P.O.Box 86231, Tucson
(520) 477-7401
Nokillpimacounty.org
Working to end the needless killing of shelter 
animals in Pima County

Shock-Free Coalition
(844) 462-6473
Email: support@shockfree.org
Shockfree.org/chapters/arizona
Engaging and educating about the care and 
training of pets

Veterinary Care Foundation- 
Northwest Pet Clinic
252 W. Ina Rd., Tucson, AZ 
(520) 742-4148
Help Us, help them!

DOGGY DAY CARE

Sabino Canyon Pet Resort
2001 N. Sabino Canyon Rd., Tucson
(520) 290-8181
Sabinocanyonpetresort.com
Tucson’s Premier full-service boarding
For dogs, cats and exotic animals

END OF LIFE CARE

Kindred Spirits Pet Services
3544 N Romero Rd. Ste 112, Tucson
(520) 367-5222
www.kindredspirits.pet
info@kindredspirits.pet
Compassionate, Gentle &  
Respectful End-of-Life Pet Care.
Hospice, Home Euthanasia, Aquamation

GROOMING

Groomingdales Pet Salon
4759 N. 1st. Ave., Tucson
(520) 292-9436
groomingdalestucson.com
Providing caring, knowledgeable grooming And 
day boarding for over 20 years

Sabino Canyon Pet Resort
2001 N. Sabino Canyon Rd., Tucson
(520) 290-8181
Sabinocanyonpetresort.com
Top quality, expert grooming with
knowledgeable professional pet stylist

Teddy’s Dog House
Premier Grooming
3906 W. Ina Rd., Ste. 204, Tucson
(520) 744-1965
Premier Groomer for over 24 years
NW – BBB+Rating

Velvet Bow Pet Grooming
Eastside 520-885-7387
Northeast 520-760-8750
Mobile Grooming 520-334-8333
www.velvetbowpetgrooming.com
Experienced in all breeds of dogs & cats.

GROOMING
MOBILE

Velvet Bow Mobile Pet Grooming
(520) 334-8333
www.velvetbowpetgrooming.com
Experienced in all breeds of dogs & cats.

PET FOOD & SUPPLIES

Desert Pet
4810 E. 22nd St., Tucson
(520) 745-5158
Over 30 years – all your pets needs
Boarding for birds & small animals.
Reptile care – Quality food & products

PET FRIENDLY  
REALTORS AND  
HOME LOANS

Kristin Breeding, Realtor
Keller Williams 
Team Integrity Tucson
(520) 488-4221
kristin@teamintegritytucson.com
Donation in your name of  $250 to a local 
animal charity of your choice upon closing  
of your home.

Deborah Stewart
AZ Home Loans
(480) 405-6258
reverse@azhomeloans.com
$50 Gift Card for any reverse mortgage  
application & $100 Gift Card when  
closing a reverse mortgage

PET  
PHOTOGRAPHY

C.Eaton Photography, LLC
(520) 440-2167
Email: ceatonphotography@gmail.com
ceatonphotography.com
They are not just pets. They are your family!
We capture your precious memories

SHELTERS/ 
RESCUES

Humane Society  
of Southern AZ
635 W. Roger Rd., Tucson
(520) 321-3704
HSSAZ.org
Helping homeless pets for 72 years

Pima Animal Care Center
4000 N. Silverbell Rd., Tucson
(520) 724-5900
pimaanimalcare.org
Pima County’s only safety net 
shelter for pets in need
Pima Animal Care Center
Ajo Substation
1259 Well Rd., Ajo
(520) 387-7502
pimaanimalcare.org
Pima County’s only safety net
shelter for pets In need

Rescue A Golden of AZ
P.O. Box 71987, Phoenix
(520) 360-4414
Golden-Retriever.org
tucson@golden-Retriever
Non-profit statewide Rescue
Re-homimg Goldens since 1998

The Animal League  
of Green Valley 
1600 W. Duval Mine Rd. 
Green Valley
(520) 625-3170
talgv.org
A private, donation funded, all  
volunteer, 501(c)(3) non profit

TRAINING

The Complete Canine
4767 N. 1st. Ave., Tucson
(520) 403-1401
www.completecaninetucson.com 
Changing Lives using Positive Methods

VETERINARIANS

Acoma Animal Clinic
6781 N. Thornydale., Ste. 207, Tucson  (520) 
297-3593
acomaanimalclinictucson.com
We treat all kinds of animals
Yes, even pocket pets!

Adobe Veterinary Care
8300 E. Tanque Verde Rd., Tucson
(520) 546-8387 
adobevetcenter.com
Compassionate high-quality care to Cats/
Dogs, Horses & Livestock

Humane Society  
of Southern AZ Clinic
635 W. Roger Rd., Tucson
(520) 881-0321
HSSAZ.org
Low Cost Spay-Neuter Clinic
Low Cost Vaccinations and Microchipping

Northwest Pet Clinic
252 W. Ina Rd., Tucson, AZ 
10825 N. Oracle Rd., Oro Valley
(520) 742-4148
Primary and Urgent Care
Open 7 Days a Week

Pet Doctor RX
6464 N. Oracle Rd., Tucson
2661 N. 1st Ave., Tucson
520-829-5166
petdoctorx.com
Affordable, Compassionate, Quality, Full-Ser-
vice Care. Walk-ins/Urgent Care

VETERINARIANS - 
EQUINE/LIVESTOCK

Adobe Veterinary Care
8300 E. Tanque Verde Rd., Tucson
(520) 546-8387
adobevetcenter.com
Compassionate high-quality 
care to cats/dogs, horses & Livestock

VETERINARIANS -
SPECIALTIES

Kindred Spirits Pet Services
3544 N Romero Rd. Ste 112, Tucson
(520) 367-5222
www.kindredspirits.pet
info@kindredspirits.pet
Compassionate, Gentle  
& Respectful  
End-of-Life Pet Care.
Hospice,  
Home Euthanasia,  
Aquamation

Pet Directory
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IMPORTANT
NUMBERS

Pima County Animal 
 Control Services

4000 N. Silverbell Rd., 
Tucson  

(520) 724-5900

Pima County Pet Licensing
(520) 724-5969

 
Town of Marana Animal  

 Care Services 
& Pet Licensing

(520) 382-8020
 

Town of Sahuarita 
Animal Care  Services 

& Pet Licensing
(520) 445-7877
(520) 764-7661

 
If you have to give up 
your pet and live in 
the Town of Marana  

  or Sahuarita
(520) 327-6088

Pet Loss and Grief Support
resources.bestfriends.org

Poison Control Hotline
(855) 764-7661 (24 hrs. day)

In
de

x 
of

 A
d
ve

rt
is
er

s
Acoma Animal Clinic ..............................................................pg 11
(520) 297-3593
acomaanimalclinictucson.com

Adobe Veterinary Center ......................................................pg 28
(520) 546-8387
adobevetcenter.com

Ann Hoff, Animal Communicator .........................................pg 25
(520) 349-3909
annhoff.com

CE Photography ..................................................................... pg 13
(520) 440-2167
ceatonphotography.com

Debra Stewart with AZ Home Loans ................................... pg 13
(480) 405-6258
reverse@azhomeloans.com

Desert Pet...................................................................................pg 9
(520) 745-5158

Eclectic Cafe .............................................................................pg 9
(520) 885-2842
eclecticcafetucson.com

Friends of PACC ..................................................................... pg 16
(520) 610-4915
friendsofpacc.org

Groomingdales ...................................................................... pg 21
(520) 292-9436
groomingdalestucson.com

Humane Society of Southern Arizona ....................................pg 2
(520) 327-6088
hssaz.org

Intelligent Office .................................................................... pg 21
Oro Valley Office (520) 318-5400
Tucson Office (520) 512-5400
intelligentoffice.com

Kindred Spirits Pet Services .................................................. pg 16
(520) 367-5222
kindredspirits.pet

Kristin Breeding, Realtor .........................................................pg 11
(520) 488-4221
kristin@teamintegritytucson.com

No Kill Pima County ..............................................................pg 22 
(520) 477-7401
nokillpimacounty.org and 
savethesaveable.com

Northwest Pet Clinic .............................................................pg  27
(520) 742-4148

Pet Doctor RX ............................................................................pg 3
(520) 829-5166
www.petdoctorx.com

Pima Animal Care Center ........................................................pg 5
(520) 724-5900
pimaanimalcare.org

Rescue A Golden of Arizona ............................................... pg 21
(520) 360-4414
golden-retriever.org

Sabino Canyon Pet Resort ....................................................pg 25
(520) 290-8181
sabinocanyonpetresort.com

Shock-Free Coalition .............................................................pg 25
(844) 462-6473
shockfree.org/chapters/arizona

Teddy’s Dog House ...............................................................pg 25
Premier Grooming 
(520) 744-1965
teddysdoghouse.com

The Animal League of Green Valley .................................... pg 21
(520) 625-3170
talgv.org

The Complete Canine ........................................................... pg 21
(520) 471-2670
completecaninetucson.com

The Tucson Dog Cover Dog Contest.......................................pg 4
(520) 345-2801
thetucsondog.com

Velvet Bow Pet Grooming .....................................................pg 25
Eastside – (520) 885-7387
Southeast – (520) 668-1581
Northeast – (520) 760-8750
Mobile Grooming – (520) 334-8333
Velvetbowpetgrooming.com

Williams & Associated ..........................................................pg 22
(520) 745-8500
logoeditems.com

Veterinary Care Foundation  ................................................pg 25
Northwest Pet Clinic
(520) 742-4148

  (520) 742-4148 | nwpetclinic.com(520) 742-4148 | nwpetclinic.com

40 pets for 40 years40 pets for 40 years

We’re celebrating 40 years in practice! We’re celebrating 40 years in practice! 
To celebrate we’re helping 40 pets get adopted in 2020!To celebrate we’re helping 40 pets get adopted in 2020!

Northwest Pet ClinicNorthwest Pet Clinic

visit nwpetclinic.com/40for40 for info!visit nwpetclinic.com/40for40 for info!

HAPPY HOLIDOG, GRANDMA!  
THANKS FOR THE SOCKS. XOXO MOOSE

ELEANOR & PENELOPE 

www.thetucsondog.com   27 
www.thetucsondog.com   25 



 It was love at first sight…even with all her bumps and 
challenges. I first saw Abby, our soon to be ball of joy, at 
the March 2020 Woofstock. Abby, a senior grey, black 
and white toy poodle-Lhasa mashup, was onsite courtesy 
of Cherished Tails Senior Sanctuary.   

I was immediately drawn to her. She rolled over on her 
back to expose years of life and possible puppies she 
had nurtured. She had bumps along her spine and head, 
but her smile and gentleness belied any challenges she 
had faced. I immediately put in an application; fingers 
crossed that she would choose us.   

Then, COVID came….

The world came to a halt and adoptions went by the 
wayside while we were all trying to figure out what was next. Several weeks later, I got a 
call asking if I still had interest in Abby. I have to admit that I had kind of forgotten about 
her with everything that was going on. It was 
a wonderful surprise that our family was still 
“in the running” and of course, I said yes. 
My husband and I went to the park with our 
other senior dog, Willow (another rescue) for 
an official meet and greet. Abby’s wonderful 
foster parents were there too and we all waited 
to see if the two dogs were compatible, and…
they were! We watched as the two senior dogs 
played in the park, humans socially distanced, 
the dogs figuring each other out, destined for a 
lifelong commitment.  

Abby had to undergo surgery to remove 
various bumps and address some other issues 
with her body since our very first meeting at 
Woofstock. Cherished Tails covered the costs 
of her surgery and placed her with amazing 
foster parents. Abby’s stomach looked a little 
like Frankenstein with all the staples, but she still 
had that big happy smile and gentle manner 
that I saw on our first meeting.  

A week after the meet and greet, we got the 
call that we were selected! We felt like we had won the lottery. I picked her up that weekend, 
on my birthday, and it was possibly the best gift I ever received!  

My husband, acknowledging she was now a part of our 
family, shook his head and jokingly said, “Why are you 
drawn to such hot messes?!” All I could say was, “She’s the 
one” and I meant it.   

Abby quickly settled into our household and working from 
home gave us all extra time to really get to know each other. 
We discovered she was a daily sprinkle of magic, making 
us laugh every day! We called her our crazy loon because 
she danced at the slightest mention of a treat. Carrots. 
Rocked. Her. World.  She had a sideways left eye that 
looked comical, even when she was serious, which wasn’t 
often. Zoom meetings with colleagues included Abby almost 
always on my lap and possibly poking her head into the 

frame. She loved ice cubes, chasing them down the hall as they scattered along the tile. Our 
backyard was an excursion into the great beyond for her. Abby was enthralled by all the new 
smells, yet immediately ran into our laps (my lap) as soon as we were seated. 
 
Initially apprehensive and timid, she melted into our arms after 
a few weeks. We were told she was probably nine years old, 
but she acted much younger. She always had a slight cough, 
we thought most likely due to food allergies, and we moved her 
to our other dog’s non-reactive food. Yet, her coughing became 
more pervasive and she was straining more often.  

Stray senior dogs always have a history and Abby presented 
us a long, blank road map of her past. Uncovering her history 
was sometimes fun and other times disheartening. She truly was 
pure joy…

We decided to get her tested to determine why she was coughing. The results blindsided us, she 
had lung cancer, something only 2% of dogs have. The diagnosis stunned us, but we committed 
to giving her the best care available. Her disease had spread and, with sadness, the oncologist 
and other professionals told us it was incurable and the best options served only to mitigate her 
discomfort. As with any dog parent, it’s really hard to decide the right time to say goodbye, yet 
she made her needs known. We said goodbye to her in January 2021.   

Our house is still full of life with Willow, but Abby, our happy go lucky spirit is now watching 
us with her cockeyed smile and silly tilt of her head. She wasn’t with us long, but her presence 
remains.    

Would we do anything differently? No. She illuminated our life during that crazy year, and my 
husband and I constantly reference, “Remember when Abby did [blank]?” During her short life 
with us, she GAVE so much more than we ever could give to her.

Abby Zespy
Story and photos by Kelli Zespy

Abby and Willow relaxing on couch

Abby taking in the sunset

Abby, First Day with Family

Abby getting a Treat!

Abby, our regular hangout

A VISIT TO THE DOGHOUSE

CELEBRATE THOSE WHO 
HAVE TOUCHED OUR HEARTS AND SOULS.

Friends of PACC is making it possible to Celebrate the Lives of  
all companion pets with its Digital Shrine and Honor Wall.  
Select submissions will also be featured here in Tucson Dog.

Visit www.friendsofpacc.org/honor-wall to discover more.

Thank you to our exclusive sponsor of Celebration of Life

Celebration of Life
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THE PROFESSIONAL PET SALON
VETERINARIAN RECOMMENDED

Dogg ie  Day  Care  •  Gent le  Exper t  Hand l ing 
Na i l  C l ipp ing  •  Appo in tment  Reques ted

(520) 292-9436 • 4759 N. 1st Ave. (just south of the River)

GROOMINGDALES
Tues - Sat

8 am - 4 pm
All Breeds

Dogs & Cats

The Complete Canine

Professional Dog Trainer
& Doggie Day Care
4767 N. First Ave
(520) 403-1401
CompleteCanineTucson.com          Open 7am to 7pm

Our mission is to support you in the 
quest to better understand, train,  
and communicate with your pets.

www.groomingdalestucson.com

 

CCaallll  uuss  aatt  552200--662255--33117700  
bbeettwweeeenn  1100  AAMM  aanndd  22  PPMM..  

AAddoopptt  ttwwoo  aanndd  ppaayy  oonnee  ffeeee..  
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ADOBE VETERINARY CENTER PROVIDES
MEDICAL CARE TO MULTIPLE SPECIES IN

THE GREATER TUCSON AREA

GIVE YOUR PET THE CARE THEY DESERVE
HORSES - DOGS - CATS - LIVESTOCK

520.546.8387

Wellness Exams & Plans

Large & Small Animal Vaccinations

Dentistry

Surgery

Therapeutic Laser

Diagnostics

...AND MUCH MORE!

Come by our state of the

art facility that is locally

owned & operated. Don't

forget about Spring

vaccinations!

Make your reservations

for your pet's next

staycation at our Pet

Resort. Pampered daily

with treats & spa baths!

adobevetcenter.com

8300 E. Tanque Verde Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85749


